
 

Part 3 
Written by TuesdayFortnite 
 
Sorry, it’s been a while and thank you to everyone for being so patient, and for your very kind feedback 

and comments –here’s Part 3 

 

This time we are going to finishing off our little test swatch, and looking at a real genuine ‘no English’ 

chart pattern to work out what’s needed. 

 

Last time I left you with  

 

to see if you could work out Row 4.  Hopefully you got…. 

 

 

Chain 3 to count as first DC, and then 3DC into 

the top of the last DC of the previous row. 

 

 

Chain 5 

Skip the Ch3, 5DC group, Ch3 

 

 

 

 

3DC into the top of the 1DC, 

Chain 1, 

3DC into the same DC 

 

 

Chain 5 

Skip the Ch3, 5DC group, Ch3 

 

4DC into the 3
rd

 of the 6 chain you did on the 

previous row. 

 

 

Row 5 
This is the last row of our little swatch, and it looks like…. 

  



Now the first thing to notice is, that if we look at the whole chart , we’ve seen this (or at least 

something very similar) before… Have a careful look at Row 3. 

 

Have a careful look at Row 3.  Can you see that, if you ignore the edges, Row 3 and Row 5 are the 

same pattern offset by 1? 

 

So we know, following the chart for Row 5 that we are going to  

Chain 3 (to act as our first DC), 2DC into the last of the DC of the previous row, 

Then we’ll Ch3, 1DC into the 5Chain arch, Ch3 

5DC cluster into our 1chain space in the middle of our fan of the previous row 

Ch3, 1DC into the 5Chain arch, Ch3 

And finally, 3DC into the top of the Ch3 that we did for turning chain on the previous row. 

 

Extending your pattern 
In all seriousness, that’s where the chart ends – so now what?  Well if I look carefully at the chart, and 

in particular the middle vertical section, I can see what the designer wants me to do… 

I can see an Arch, with 1DC in the middle of it.  There is then a 6DC shell into that and then a 5DC 

cluster into that. 

 

Looking at either side of the main pattern, I can see that after my 5DC cluster, there is an arch to start 

the pattern again. 

 

Knowing this I can now extend my pattern upwards. 

After Row 5 I am going to start again at Row 2 and so 

on…  A written pattern will probably say something like 

‘Rows 2 to 5 form the pattern repeat’. 

 

The box shows Row 2 to 5 extending the pattern upwards.. 

 

But what happens if I want to do more repeats than the 

pattern box allows?  What if I have a stitch dictionary that 

only gives me a tiny sample and I want to make a wrap?  

A starting base of 25 and 3 turning chain (28 in total) is 

possibly enough for a scarf, but it’s not enough for a wrap. 



Well, actually this is doable.  Back in Part 1 we discussed pattern repeats and how knowing the 

number of chain in a pattern repeat allows us to increase the width.. 

 

 
Our original starting chain was 25, and 3 turning.  In this case the pattern repeat is 12 sts (the repeat is 

marked by the blue box – so if I wanted to make it wider I would have to increase my base chain by 12 

for every repeat I wanted. 

 

Notice that there’s quite a lot of pattern there that isn’t covered by the blue box.  Those starting chain 

are important!  We have the two edges to deal with – lets mark those out as well in green… 

 

So you can see we need to add another 6 stitches for our edging (it’s usually ¼ of the pattern stitch 

count on either end – or ½ the stitch repeat in total.)  But 12 + 6 is 18, not 25 – so where’s the other 7? 

 

It’s the other ½ repeat in the middle of our swatch (marked here in pink) 

 



“But Tuesday”, I hear you cry, “How can ½ of 12 possibly be 7?”  It’s not, obviously, but remember 

back in the dim and distant past in Part 1 we talked about stitch repeats and that extra one chain to turn 

the corner?  This is where the sneaky one comes in.  Looked at in a different way we have: 

1 pattern repeat – 12 

½ pattern repeat – 6 

¼ pattern repeat on one edge – 3 

¼ pattern repeat on the other edge – 3 

 

(making a total of two pattern repeats) = 24 

Add the extra one to turn the corner -= 25! 

 

The current pattern is 1 and ½ whole repeats of the pattern wide (plus the ¼ edges) making a total of 2 

genuine repeats.  What would I need to do to make it 6 repeats wide?  That’s right – add another 5 

repeats.  We know a repeat is 12 stitches.  12 x 6 = 72, and do you remember that extra 1 to act as a 

corner?  Yeap, that’s 73 plus our turning chain 3 (76).  So for a 5 1/2  repeat wide scarf with ¼ pattern 

edges we would need to do 76 chain (or 73 and 3 turning chain) 

 

Here’s an example of 4 repeats wide – how many starting chain? 

 

12 stitch pattern repeat (blue box), 3 repeats = 36. 

+ ½ repeat (pink box)  = 6 stitches = 42 

+ edge stitches (green boxes) = 6 stitches = 48 

+ 1 fudge stitch = 49 

+ 3 turning chain = 52 

 

Applying all this to another Pattern  
We’re going to take a look at the Organic Cotton Shawl from Pierrot.  This chart was specifically 

mentioned in one of the forums, and it’s available free.  It’s now available in English, but originally it 

was only in Japanese – so I’m using the Japanese chart to show you how to read them.. 

 

First up we have the name, and then 

underneath we have something 

about the yarn (I need 150g but I 

don’t know what of), a 6/0 hook, the 

next tells me about gauge (I’m 

guessing 28 stitches and 9 rows in 

10cm/4inches – I’ll tell you how I 

get that in a second) and the last tells 

me the finished dimensions – 156cm 

x 26cm. 

 

Let’s look at the chart… 



Very quickly I can see some things I can work out… 

 

 

 
But there are a couple of symbols  

and notes I am particularly interested in. 

 

First up down the bottom right of the chart is 

a little section starting with the number 12 and 

surrounded by little lines.  That’s my pattern 

repeat!  So I have a 12 stitch pattern repeat.  

Next to the 12 is a little symbol that looks a 

bit like a book case.  That symbol also 

appears at the bottom of the ‘finished shawl’ 

graphic, under the 26c.  That tells me there is 

73 stitches in my original chain (it stands to 

reason that little bookcase symbol means 

‘stitch’ in this context. 

 

73 divided by 12? 6 (plus that magic 1) – so 

that’s 6 repeats.  What’s that I see below the 

73?  6 and a strange ‘t’ shape.  That strange ‘t’ 

must mean ‘repeat’.  Oh, in that case the body 

of my shawl is 15 repeats.  How do I know?  

It’s right there on the side of my schematic – 

under the 134c and the (121 gobbledegook). 

 

 

So I know my stitch repeat is 12, and that I need 6 of them (with a starting chain of 73).  I also know I 

need 15 body repeats – but what’s the body repeat?  Handily that’s been marked out for us as well – 

that little bracket going from 1 to 10?  That’s our repeat.  Ok, how did I work that out? 

 

Well I looked just above the point where it tells me my stitch repeat, and saw a single DC.  Into that 

goes a shell, then another one (with 2DC either side), then another one (with 3DC), then another one 

(with 4DC!), then 3DC, then 2DC, the 1DC Shells coming back to 1 single DC on it’s own. I am back 

to the start and that happens on row 9.  Row 10 is the same a Row 2 (so really we have an 8 row repeat, 

but I can work that out). 

 

 

 

Row numbers 

Dotted lines 

mean 

continue in 

established 

pattern.  This 

allows you 

to make it as 

wide as you 

want, or a 

designer to 

only draw a 

pattern a 

couple of 

times. 

c is a 

measurement - 

centimetres 



Now, remember I said at the start I’d tell you how I worked 

out the gauge? 

 

10cm is a common size for taking a gauge measurement, so 

maybe that is talking about gauge?  Having worked out the bookcase symbol means ‘stitches’, I now 

know that I needs something that is 10cm and has 28 stitches.  That sounds like a gauge swatch for me 

– so that must mean that 9 must be rows. 

 

That symbol turns up again at the side of my schematic. 

 

I know I have 15 repeats of an 8 row pattern.  Funnily enough 15 x 8 = 120 – so 

there must be an extra row on the end to make the pattern work! 

 

So I have worked out that I need to chain 73 to start (to get 6 stitch repeats), and 

I need to do 121 rows (or 15 repeats) of the pattern repeat to end up with a shawl 

that is 26c by 134c (and then I can add an 11cm fringe if I wish). 

 

Now all I have to do is work out the actual stitches. 

 

We know from previously that the is always ‘yarn over and through’ (a 

US Double, or a UK treble) and that is a single chain stitch.  So we don’t 

need a legend to tell us what we need to do… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chain 73 

and 3 turning chain 

 

Row 1…. 4DC into the 4
th

 

Chain from the hook, Ch2, 

*1DC into 6
th

 Chain, Ch2, 

[4DC, Ch2, 4DC] into 6
th

 Chain, 

Ch2** 

Repeat from * to ** across row 

till last 6 chain.  In last chain 

5DC. 

 

Row 2… 3ch (to act as first DC) and 3DC into top of last DC of previous row, 2ch, *[DC, 2Ch, DC] 

into top of single DC, 2Ch, [3DC, 2Ch, 3DC] into 2Ch space of the 4DC cluster on previous row, 

2Ch** repeat until you get to the edge where you 4DC into the 3
rd

 of the 3 turning chain. 

 

I reckon you can work out the rest yourselves! 

 

Next time – circular and triangular patterns 


